
From: Victoria Jette <v.jette@comcast.net> 
Date: Tue, Aug 23, 2022, 3:44 PM 
Subject: Zoning Change 
To: <brian11.carpenter@gmail.com>, <lindseyfuentes@gmail.com>, <dbrown9926@gmail.com>, 
<ahooper.vt@gmail.com>, <farhadkhan1961@gmail.com>, Heather Seeley <seeleyhj@gmail.com>, 
<bethechangeestherthomas@gmail.com> 
 

Dear Brian, Lindsey, Dan, Andy, Farhad, Heather and Esther, 
 
Thanks for all that you do for the Town of Middlebury.  I am writing because of my concern 
about the decision made at your last meeting regarding zoning for college students.  I 
understand that there has been a lot of complaining regarding one house of students and their 
out of state landlord (we live squarely between the two houses this landlord owns and rents 
out).  We do not abut either property, so won't comment on how bad it has been, but I do know 
that zoning is not a tool that should be used to regulate bad behavior.  It seems highly 
inappropriate to employ a zoning  change of this magnitude without any warning to those 
impacted, or consideration of effective alternatives.  Though Jen Murray deemed this a "minor 
change", it is in no way minor for those of us who have  lodged Middlebury students for years.     
 
My husband and I have rented to college students for over a decade.  We have had close to 
200 students live in our houses and apartments.  Overall, it has been a terrific experience.  And, 
rather than charge "super rents" as alleged in your last meeting, many of these students live off-
campus to save money.  We once owned a house that became a party spot, and because of 
this sold the property to one of the neighbors.  Ironically, it was a property that housed 3 
students.  To limit any building to a maximum of 4 students is arbitrary, and won't prevent a 
property from becoming a problem if the wrong landlord is renting to rowdy students.   As local 
landlords we have been able to make our presence known to our tenants and have worked 
closely with the neighbors and police department if any problems have arisen.   
 
You cannot zone the concept of being a good neighbor.  It would be more simple (and 
effective)  to have Middlebury College maintain a list of approved landlords so that absentee 
"landlording" cannot occur.   It may also make sense to fine landlords if their unruly tenants do 
not adhere to town noise standards.  An open dialogue including all interested parties is the 
right path to a viable solution.  In speaking to other local  landlords (of off-campus housing), we 
know that the vast majority of these kids are model tenants.  It makes no sense to use an 
ineffective tool to address a problem that has been caused by a small number off-campus 
students (and one landlord). 
 
See you tonight. 
Sincerely, 
Victoria Jette 
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